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Sunday, January 20, 2019   

34TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, SUNDAY AFTER 

THEOPHANY & SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY PROPHET, 

FORERUNNER AND BAPTIST JOHN 
Service of the 3rd Hour: 8:20 A.M.    

Divine Liturgy: 9:00 A.M. 

Apostolic Reading; Acts 19:1-8; Resurrection Tone: 1;               Gospel: John 1:29-34 (Saint) 

Epistle: Ephesians 4:7-13;                                              Gospel: Matthew 4:12-17 (Sunday After)                                                                                                        

Tropar & Kondak: Blue Book: 81-83; 150 / Red Book: 95-99; 169-170 

Bulletin Sponsor: Nick Ditmore’s 13th Birthday, offered by the Family.  

Panachida Service conducted for the repose of the soul of God’s departed servant, +Ann Timko,  

on the 2nd Anniversary of her falling asleep in the Lord, offered by Trona & Family. 

Panachida Service conducted for the repose of the soul of God’s departed servant, +John 

Smoley, on the 40th day of his falling asleep in the Lord, offered by wife: Dolores, daughter: 

Carolyn and son: Don.    

****************************************************************************** 

Wednesday, (Jan. 23)… 9:00 A.M. Divine Liturgy for the repose of the soul of God’s 

departed servant, +Babe Sapp (former member of St. Michael’s Orthodox Church in Clymer, 

PA), offered by Father Michael & Pani Deborah Zak.  

 

Monday, (Jan. 21) thru Saturday, (Jan. 26)… Blessing of the homes of 

parishioners during the afternoon hours of 1-5 P.M. and evening hours of 7-9 P.M.   

******************************************************************************            

Sunday, January 27, 2019   

  35th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

  Service of the 3rd Hour: 8:20 A.M.  

Divine Liturgy: 9:00 A.M.  

Epistle: 1 John 1:8-2:6;                    Resurrection Tone: 2                    Gospel: Mark 13:31-14:2   

Tropar & Kondak: Blue Book: 84-86 / Red Book: 99-102 

 

John 1:29-34 – 
1:29 – John’s declaring Jesus as the Lamb of God recalls Isaiah’s “Servant of God” who dies for 
the transgressions of His people (Is. 53:4-12).  Christ, the true Paschal (Passover) Lamb offers 
Himself for our deliverance from the darkness of death (1 Peter 1:18, 19).  St. John Chrysostom 
teaches that Jesus came to John this second time in order for John to make this declaration and 
thus stop anyone from thinking that Jesus needed baptism to wash away sins.  
1:32 – That the Spirit remained upon Him was sign that Christ possesses the Spirit in His 
fullness from all eternity.  Christ did not receive the Holy Spirit at His Baptism; rather, this vision 
that John saw revealed the truth that the Holy Spirit has always rested on Christ.   
******************************************************************************  
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS are 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. Monday thru Friday.   
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EMERGENCY SICK CALLS can be made anytime.  Please notify your Pastor when someone is 
taken to the hospital; Sacred Scriptures remind us to call the presbyter to anoint the sick.  
MARRIAGES are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays.  Consult the Pastor at least 6 months 
in advance and before wedding reception plans have been made.  Marriages cannot be 
celebrated during Lent or Advent, or on Fridays.  
BAPTISMS are scheduled on Saturdays and Sundays at 11 A.M.  Two God-parents are 
required; at least one of whom must be an Orthodox Christian by Faith, and the other a 
practicing Christian.  An infant’s first or middle name must be a saint’s name.   
CHURCH FUNERALS are provided for parishioners who are current in their spiritual and 
financial obligations to the Parish.  Otherwise, burial is from the funeral home.  The Church 
does not permit cremation. 
****************************************************************************** 
FOLLOW OUR DIOCESE ON-LINE!  Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org  Camp Nazareth: 
http://www.campnazareth.org  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese  Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/acrodnews  You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese  
************************************************************************************************************************** 

THE YEAR OF GRACE OF THE LORD  
By a Monk of the Eastern Church  

     The day after Christmas is consecrated to the ósynaxisô of the Blessed Virgin Mary: all 
believers are invited to assemble in honor of her who made the Incarnation humanly 
possible.  In the same way, the day after Theophany (Jan. 19th) is consecrated to the 
ósynaxisô of John the Forerunner, who baptized Jesus and, in a way, was the agent in 
presenting Him to the world.  In the chants of this feast, at vespers and matins, the 
Church multiplies the praises of the Forerunner: ñYou are are Light in the fleshé filled 
with the Spirité swallow of graceé who has appeared as the last of the prophetsé and 
the greatest amongst theméô  The very richness of these praises make it a little difficult 
for us, perhaps, to discern clearly what it is that we, as men, have to learn from John.  
During the course of the liturgical year, we shall have other opportunities to return to 
the person and the ministry of this man who was not only the Forerunner and the 
Baptist, but also the Friend of the Bridegroom, the new Elijah, and the martyr who gav e 
his life for the divine law.   
     The epistle tells of Paulôs meeting at Ephesus with the disciples who had received only 
Johnôs baptism.  Paul explains to them that John conferred a baptism of repentance on 
the people so that they might believe in Him who was to come.  But Paul baptized these 
Ephesians óin the name of the Lord Jesus.ô  Paulôs words point exactly to the greatness 
and the limitations of Johnôs ministry.  On the one hand, we must receive Johnôs 
baptism of penitence, that is to say, listen to John when he tells us what the conditions 
are for entry into the messianic kingdom and allow ourselves to be touched by his call to 
repentance.  On the other hand, Johnôs baptism is not sufficient.  We must go to Jesus 
Himself.  We must be baptized in the name of our Saviour and in the Holy Spirit.  This 
does not simply involve the sacramental rites.  What matters is our constant inner 
attitude.  I cannot go to Jesus if I have not listened to Johnôs voice, and if I have not 
repented.  But I cannot remai n in the state of repentance that John preached: the new 
justice that I must move on to is that which Jesus along procures.  
     The nature of this new justice is indicated in the gospel read at the Liturgy.  This 
passage, which describes Jesusô baptism by the Forerunner, begins with the following 
words: óJohn saw Jesus coming to him, and said, Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes 
away the sin of the world.ô  This is the second facet of Johnôs ministry: not only does he 
preach conversion and confer a baptism of repentance, but he shows us Jesus as the 
Lamb of God and the appeasement for all our sins.  John declares that Jesus 
accomplishes what the baptism of repentance cannot due: the Saviour takes upon His 
own shoulders the sin of the world and thus cleanses men.  Johnôs ministry, therefore, 
will only be effective to us if it produces these two results: first, that it rouses us to 
repentance, and then that it shows us the Lamb Who offers Himself in sacrifice as a 
making of amends for our sins.  What the ósynaxisô of the Forerunner suggests to us 
today is the breaking of our hearts which repentance demands, and the act of faith by 
which we entrust our sins to the Lamb of God, and inwardly experience a making of 
amends for our sins.    
************************************************************************************************************************** 
TO ALL MEMBERS OF ST. NICHOLAS… who park in the lot behind our sacred temple or on the streets 
around the church, make sure your lock the doors of your vehicle!  We have had problems with people 
breaking in and stealing items very recently.  Be safe and protect your means of travel and its contents! 
**************************************************************************************************************************  
OUR ANGELIC HOSTS ARE THANKFUL!  The Choir is grateful for the generous donations given by 
parishioners and friends during the season of Christ’s Nativity.  The parish choral group appreciates our 
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loyal support and wishes us a healthy & prosperous New Year.  Glory Be To Jesus Christ!  Glory Be 
Forever!  Sincerely, Members of the St. Nicholas Orthodox Church Choir.   
************************************************************************************************************************** 
ST. NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH – MONTHLY BOARD MEETING!  Saint Nicholas Orthodox 
Church shall conduct its monthly Church Officers’ Session on Monday, January 21, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.  
Auditors will meet at 6:30 P.M.  All parishioners are welcome to attend these monthly board meetings, and 
anyone can participate and express their opinions.  
************************************************************************************************************************** 
ST. NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH – SPECIAL PARISH MEETING RESCHEDULED - St. Nicholas 
Church will hold a Special Parish Meeting on Sunday, January 20, 2019 (today) after the Divine Liturgy, at 
approximately 11:15 A.M., regarding our church roofs, gutters, and downspouts, and the replacement 
thereof.  We will also discuss the rollout of our Stewardship Program in 2019.  All church members are 
encouraged to attend this important session.  The meeting should last about 30-45 minutes.  Thank You!  
Thomas Pingor, St. Nicholas Church President.  
************************************************************************************************************************** 
PREPARATION FOR THE BLESSING OF HOMES!  The sanctification of residences will be 
conducted from Monday to Saturday each week during the afternoon hours of 1-5 P.M. and the 
evening hours 7-9 P.M.  If you have a preference for an afternoon or evening visit, please notify Fr. 
Michael.  Your priest shall continue blessing homes of parishioners living in the Munhall and West 
Mifflin areas, proceeding to the city of Pittsburgh and concluding in outlying areas (north, south, 
east and west.  
************************************************************************************************************************** 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A DONOR!  From the office of our Diocesan Chancellor, Very Rev. 
Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro: Fathers: We have received a request from our parishioners – Anna, Ron 
and Jacob Markosky – at St. John’s Church in Ligonier (Wilpen), PA.  Their son, Jacob (age 33) was born 
with Polycystic Kidney Disease, a genetic disorder in which there is growth of multiple cysts in the kidneys.  
At the age of 3, Jake had a transplant from his dad which has lasted for 30 years.  It’s now failing.  Jake’s 
mother, Anna, intended to be a donor, but after testing she was not found to be compatible.  They are now 
looking for a donor.  Any interested person may call Living Donor – Pittsburgh UPMC at (412) 864-5475 or 
go on-line for more information.  God bless them in their search.  Sincerely, Fr. Frank Miloro, Chancellor.   
************************************************************************************************************************** 
ST. NICHOLAS CEMETERY – ANNUAL MEETING – 2ND NOTICE!  The St. Nicholas Cemetery 
Association will hold its 2019 Annual Cemetery Association Meeting on Sunday, January 27, 2019 at 11:45 
A.M.  All Cemetery Association members and any parishioners are encouraged to attend.   
************************************************************************************************************************** 
DIOCESAN PARENTING WORKSHOP SERIES LAUNCHES!  Our Diocese is pleased to announce a 
series of Parenting Workshops designed to help parents raise their children in the Faith.  The title of the 
series is “Raising Believing Children” and will focus on the ways parents can help their children stay faithful 
to Christ and His Church in a world that is filled with doubt and most often works against their Faith.  The 
Workshops are for parents of any age – you’re never too old to be a son or daughter, and likewise you’re 
never too old to be a parent!   This series of Parenting Workshops will be hosted by different Churches and 
Deaneries around our Diocese starting in March 2019.  The first Workshop in the Series will be hosted by 
Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Rockaway, NJ on March 2, 2019.  The first will feature His Eminence 
Metropolitan Gregory of Nyssa and Very Rev. Stephen Loposky as presenters and workshop facilitators.  
Each workshop will be broadcast live online and will be archived for later viewing as well, and will include 
both presentations and small group moderated discussions to allow participants to help each other in their 
lives as parents.  This is an exciting and important endeavor.  His Eminence Metropolitan Gregory invites 
you to join him in support of parents as our Diocese launches this initiative to help them in their parental 
vocation.  For more information and to register for the first Workshop, or if you would like to host a 
Parenting Workshop, visit our Diocesan Website – acrod.org and look for the Diocesan Parenting 
Workshop Series logo.  
************************************************************************************************************************** 
ALL ORTHODOX YOUTH GROUPS ARE ASKED TO PARTICIPATE IN AN EMERGENCY HEALTH KIT 
DRIVE AND ASSEMBLY PROJECT ON SATURDAY, FEB. 9, 2019 FROM 11:30 A.M. TO 12:30 P.M. AT 
HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH IN PITTSBURGH (MT. LEBANON, PA)!  + Help provide 
essential aid to people in the aftermath of disasters; + Introduce our youth to performing philanthropic 
works via the Ministry of IOCC; + Teach our youth to work together in His name; and +Build a bridge 
between the youth of all Orthodox jurisdictions so that we may serve together as a larger community, to His 
glory.  
************************************************************************************************************************** 
INTERNATIONAL SOUP SAMPLING TO BENEFIT IOCC ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2019 FROM 
11 A.M. TO 2 P.M. AT HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH (123 GILKESON RD., MT. 
LEBANON, PA)!  Experience tastes from around the world!  Sample five homemade soups for $10, and 
take your favorite quart home for a $10 donation.  For questions or to pre-order soup, contact Marianne at 
412-668-0420 or marianne.carmack@gmail.com  
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