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Sunday, December 16, 2018
29" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Chanting of the Nativity Canon: 8:20 A.M.
Divine Liturgy: 9:00 A.M.
Epistle: 1 Timothy 1:15-17; Resurrection Tone: 4;Gospel: Luke 18:18-27 (11th Sunday of Luke)
Tropar & Kondak: Blue Book: 90-92 / Red Book: 105-107
Birthday prayers intoned for: Natasha Rajakovich (Dec. 14), offered by the Family.

Saint Nicholas Day Brunch in the parish hall following the Divine Liturgy. Free-will
offering in effect for the repast. Attractive Nativity Prizes shall be raffled-off (chances: 10 for
$5). The Bishop of Myra will visit our congregation today, bearing gifts for all the children of
the church.
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Tuesday, (Dec. 18)... 7:00 P.M. Great Vespers on the Feast of St. Nicholas, the Wonder-
worker and Arch-Bishop of Myra, with the Blessing of Bread, Wheat, Wine & Oil.

Wednesday (Dec. 19)... 9:30 A.M. Divine Liturgy on the Feast of St. Nicholas, the
Wonder-Worker and Archbishop of Myra in Lycia.

Saturday, (Dec. 22)... 11:00 A.M. to 12 Noon Hearing of Confessions during the Nativity
Fast.
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Sunday, December 23, 2018

30" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Chanting of the Nativity Canon: 8:20 A.M.
Divine Liturgy: 9:00 A.M.
Epistle: Colossians 3:12-16; Resurrection Tone: 5; Gospel: Luke 17:12-19 (12" Sunday of Luke)
Tropar & Kondak: Blue Book: 93-95 / Red Book: 108-110
Panachida Service conducted for the repose of the soul of God’s departed servant, +Charles
Udut, offered by himself.

Luke 18:18-27 —

Math. 19:16-29 -

19:16, 17 — This man does not come to test Jesus, but to seek advice from one he considers no
more than a good Teacher. Christ’s response (v. 17) does not deny that He is God, but is
designed to lead the rich man to this knowledge.

19:20 - Formal observance of commandments does not make one righteous before God. This
man had an earnest desire for eternal life and sensed that he still lacked something; thus, he
continues to press Jesus for the answer.

19:21 - To be perfect, one must willingly sacrifice all and follow Christ. Nothing is gained
unless this sacrifice is given freely. The specifics of how one follows Christ will be different for
each person. Because wealth had such a grip on this rich man, his only hope was to sell and
give away all his possessions. St. John Chrysostom tells us that giving away possessions is the
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least of Christ’s instructions here; following Him in all things is a far greater and more difficult
calling.

19:23-26 — Various interpretations have been suggested for the impossible image of a camel
going through the eye of a needle; e.g., that the word was not camel, but “rope”, or that the
eye of a needle was a city gate through which a camel might barely squeeze if it were first
unloaded of all its baggage, symbolizing wealth. Even the Talmud uses the expression “for an
elephant to go through the eye of a needle.” Whatever the phrase refers to, it displays the
impossibility of salvation to those who are attached to riches. This is clearly evidenced by the
disciples’ response “Who then can be saved?” Yet by God’s grace, even what is impossible to
man can come to pass.

19:29 - Christ is not commanding believers to divorce spouses and abandon children.
According to St. John Chrysostom, this refers to keeping faith under persecution even if it
means to lose one’s family. It is also means to accept that unbelieving family members may cut
off ties because of the believer’s faith. Believers are promised a hundredfold of houses and
relatives not in an earthly sense, but in a spiritual sense — the fathers and mothers of the
Church, our brothers and sisters in Christ, and houses of worship and fellowship.
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RECTORY OFFICE HOURS are 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. Monday thru Friday.

EMERGENCY SICK CALLS can be made anytime. Please notify your Pastor when someone is
taken to the hospital; Sacred Scriptures remind us to call the presbyter to anoint the sick.
MARRIAGES are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays. Consult the Pastor at least 6 months
in advance and before wedding reception plans have been made. Marriages cannot be
celebrated during Lent or Advent, or on Fridays.

BAPTISMS are scheduled on Saturdays and Sundays at 11 A.M. Two God-parents are
required; at least one of whom must be an Orthodox Christian by Faith, and the other a
practicing Christian. An infant’s first or middle name must be a saint’s name.

CHURCH FUNERALS are provided for parishioners who are current in their spiritual and
financial obligations to the Parish. Otherwise, burial is from the funeral home. The Church

does not permit cremation.
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FOLLOW OUR DIOCESE ON-LINE! Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.orqg Camp Nazareth:
http://lwww.campnazareth.org Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese Twitter:

https://twitter.com/acrodnews You Tube: https://lyoutube.com/acroddiocese
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BE STILL AND KNOW THAT | AM GOD
By EEOUw3UaxT OOwoOi w2311 w, OUOGBLOT w. 11U

The Nativity Fast (Advent) is considered by most to be the forty days before the
%l EU0wWOI w"T UPUUzUw! PUUT whT 1 OQwkl wi PYT wUx wET UUE
more attention to almsgiving. This season is also a time when we try to replace
entertainment, nights out with friends, and worldly pleasures with increased time
EUUI OEPOT wUT 1 wEDPYDO!I wUI UYPET UBww2U08w/ T PODPxz Uw
spiritual reading, consulting with our priest or the proprietor of our local Orthodox
bookstore for suggestions of books to accompany our Lentenjourney.
I would like to suggest another element ¢ one that is important but seldom talked
about. During the forty days of the Christmas Fast, why not put aside the noise of this
world and discove r the value of silence?
When radio was first introduced on the American scene, an important element in
daily living was lost forever. No longer was silence a part of everyday life. With
families gathering around the radio, listening to shows or mu sic that were far from
edifying, the loss for the human spirit PEUwil Ul EUS ww( OQwUOT T wx Ul Ul O0w?:
are seeing even less silence, for not only do we have televisions blaring from the
moment we walk into our homes, the internet has in troduced noise of a different
nature, on command at any time. Hi-tech gadgets fill our waking moments with music,
shutting out the sounds of nature ¢ birds chirping, the sound of wind, the lapping of
waves on a beach.
371 w/ UEOODUUwW# E Y D ERWWO AR uuil UEO0ue(! ull Eu@ulepGES Quugs/ QU E ¢
Silence to the noise of this world opens our ears to the whispers of the Lord, who speaks
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to us from within. Silence should not be feared, but sought out and embraced like a
lover.
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ST. NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH — MONTHLY BOARD MEETING! Saint Nicholas Orthodox

Church shall conduct ionMondaypJanudryi281l%aC/tOorP.M.h  Of f i c
Auditors will meet at 6:30 P.M. All parishioners are welcome to atteinlg theesel maetings, and

anyone can participate and express their opinions.
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SENIOR A.C.R.Y. CHAPTER#11 REMINDERS: Pur c hase a *“ L'otfsorof$ 25 cfkr cCma
Dunn and become eligible to win a mgega daily for a whole year. These calendars are perfect gifts

to give on theeast of St. Nicholas or the Nativity of Christ celiongilane an order for the mouth

watering St. Nicholas dwedki Cookies that will sodraked and sold by the Senior Chapter. The

pastries will be individually wrapped with a special treat from St, Miekshimsélfhese honey

desserts will benefit the National ACRY Stewardship Campaign. Cost: $2.00 each or $10.00/half doze
Please contact Aaron Zak with oedersidzak@gmail.anm249109719. Prerder by Wednesday,

Dec. 12 Schedule pickup on Saturday, Dedter5! pm or Sunday, Det. lGar? pm.

NATIVITY FAST GUIDELINES: NOV. 28™ - JAN. 6™! The Nativity Fast is a bright fasting season that is
marked by a sense of joyful anticipation. Always ask your Spiritual Father about the fasting season wit
considering what you can handle each year. The Church directs us to refrain from fdEAIT and Dai

40 days. If medication is taken early in the morning and is accompanied with a little food and water, y
may still come forward and receive the Body & Blood of Christ in Holy Communion at the Sunday Divir
Liturgy.You do more harm to yody by neglecting the medicine prescribed for your health.
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BOOKSTORE SALE! December 16, 23, 30 and January 6. Select iten% offf taVEéhy clearance

and onefakind gifts available. New books and gifts are accessible to all. Share your faith with a spec
gift from St. Nicholas Bookstore!

PREPARE YOURSELF FOR THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF JESUS CHRIST BY GOING TO

CONFESSION DURING THE CHRISTMAS FAST! Your Pastor will be hearing confessions on all the
Saturdays during Advent at designateditireleh i | i p’' s Fast affords us ¢t}
sacramental life in the Church, attaining thergratmiffbty God to spiritualiyrewsur immortal

soulgn getting ready to receive thddaewChrigEhild and Saviour into our heartsiagsl Viihen

we set our thoughts to come to the Mystery of Holy Penance, it is one of the most important, if not the
vital appointments that we shall ever makg\Via liteze only ourselves to blame if we feel that

Christmas has become so commzecti@hd consider our own behavior during the holiday season.
PROCEED DOWNSTAIRS AFTER SERVICES THIS MORNING FOR A BOUNTIFUL SAINT NICHOLAS

BRUNCH AND WELCOME THE HOLY HIERARCH OF MYRA TO OUR PARISH! An appetiag

breakfast/lunch repast has pesrared for all faithful warshiguests and friends of St. Nschla

freewilling offering shall be in effect for théAnbahakeertain that ypurchase plenty of chances

for the attractive baskets otlggitsvill be raffledf f o n t hLookinglateaddo the Nddaty .
celebration, you may wish to buy the frozen holupki (stuffed cabbage) for the Christymds dirner.o Th
sale in the auditorium for $2 each. See FloddatisuMenart or Jean Colantoaiwill assist you!

HOSTS SING ALLELUIA (PAN-ORTHODOX CHOIRS IN PERFORMANCE) AT THE 11™ ANNUAL

NATIVITY CONCERT IN HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH (MT. LEBANON) TODAY AT

6:30PM!“ And suddenly there was with the Angel a

‘ G| dGroydCameé let us adore Hinhe Orthodox parish located at 123 Gilkeson Road (Across from
the Galleria) in Mt. Lebanon (Pittsburgh, PA) 15228. Audience Communal Singing dwring concert. Fr
willing offering to support the work of FOCUS PAtshlrlbgin CenteF@CUS NA. Light (Lenten)
Refreshments will be served in the reception room following the Concert.

THE YEAR 2018 IS COMING TO AN END; MAKE CERTAIN THAT YOUR FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

TO ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH HAVE BEEN MET IN THIS 12-MONTH PERIOD! If you have any questions
regarding your monetary offerings to the church this current year, then, speak with the financial leader
the auditorium office. As dedicated stewards, working in the vineyard of Christ, we give back to the Lc
whileprepai ng t o r ec e iGv & t t' h io-begoGemBaenathe Matiwty! b | e
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CALLING ALL MEN OF ST. NICHOLAS TO CELEBRATE RUSSIAN NEW YEAR'S DAY ON JAN. 14™
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AT DUKE’S ON 8™ AVENUE IN HOMESTEAD AT7PM.! The Men’ s Club will pro
appetizing foods; you merely have to pay for your own beverages. Come and enjoy a night out on the
and welcome in ti@mwv year on the Julian Calefidare Men’' s Cl ub wi Il conduc«

meeting and you will be aware of the sterling stewardship that the organization commits to the Church
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